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New Senate numbers on political horizon

The Australian Democrats
will undergo a radical
numbers change in the
Senate on 1 July 2005.

Regrettably, we will lose
Senator Aden Ridgeway,
Senator John Cherry and
Senator Brian Greig from
our Senate team.

As many of you may be
aware, the 2004 Federal
election result saw a pve
per cent drop in voter
support for the Democrats
in the Senate.The impact
of that pve per cent drop
was to reduce the number
of Democrat Senators from

seven to four on 1 July 2005.

It must be said that the
personal and professional
contribution that each
Democrat Senator has made
to the Senate process is
signipcant, and that each
has aspired to ensure that
legislation better served

all Australians. Their
commitment ensured that
on many occasions the
Government created better
and fairer laws.

| am one of the four
Democrat Senators who will
continue our work in the
Senate.

Our party representation
will also include Leader,

Senator Lyn Allison, Deputy
Leader Senator Andrew
Bartlett and Senator
Natasha Stott Despoja.

Our reduced numbers

will impact on the amount
of legislation we will

review and seek to amend.
However, what will not
change is our commitment
to being a party of ideas
and vision. | will continue
to work to ensure that our
Government is accountable,
and that the essential
principles of transparency,
public interest and
accountability are applied to
Government process.

Itds time to account for child protection failures

The Senate placed the issue of child abuse and child

Inside this issue: protection front and centre during the March session.
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The Senate Community Affairs Committee, of which |
am a member, tabled its long awaited report, Protecting
vulnerable children: a national challenge.

Whilst the subject matter of this report is not typically
linked to an accountability agenda, | believe it should
be.

State and Federal Government should be held to
account when child protection systems fail and
children are harmed.

| have provided you with an edited version of my
tabling speech and hope that you too will share my
opinion on this important issue. Please turn to page 2.







